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COMES UNDER FIRE 
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1 . SUMMARY: GODFREY AMARTEIFIO, A LEADER OF PEOPLE S 
MOVEMENT FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE, HAS BEEN RELEASED. 

ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER JUSTICE I.K. ABBAN IS BEING 
ATTACKED BY PRESS. REGIME MAY HOPE TO REPLACE HIM 

IN ORDER TO AVOID A DEFEAT OF UNION GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL 
AT MARCH 30 REFERENDUM. END SUMMARY. 

2. AMARTEIFIO, PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR AND FOURTH- 
RANKING MAN IN GROUP OPPOSED TO HEAD OF STATE ACHEAMPONG 
AND RULING SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL (SMC), HAS BEEN 
RELEASED AFTER BEING DETAINED SINCE MARCH 5 FOR 
POSSESSING HANDOUTS URGING CITIZENS TO VOTE "NO" ON 
UNION GOVERNMENT IN FORTHCOMING REFERENDUM (REF A). 

IT SEEMS LIKELY AMARTEIFIO WAS FREED BECAUSE, AT URGING 
OF PEOPLE S MOVEMENT, ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER ABBAN 
TOLD MEDIA THAT HAVING SUCH HANDOUTS IS NOT RPT NOT 
AGAINST THE LAW AND BECAUSE GHANA BAR ASSOCIATION 
SOUGHT LEGAL REDRESS. FINDING BASIS FOR ARREST THUS 
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UNDERCUT, LEFTIST AND PRO-UNION GOVERNMENT PEOPLE S 
EVENING NEWS WAS REDUCED TO EXPLAINING LAMELY IN MARCH 15 
EDITORIAL THAT AMARTEIFIO'S ARREST AT SOCCER GAME WAS 
DUE NOT TO POSSESSION OF "NO" SYMBOLS BUT "TO AVERT A 
POSSIBLE BREACH OF THE PUBLIC PEACE ... (SINCE)... 

THERE WAS EVERY POSSIBILITY THAT THOSE IN FAVOR OF 

UNION GOVERNMENT WOULD HAVE REACTED IN A WAY THAT MIGHT 
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HAVE LED TO VIOLENCE." 

3. IN SAME EDITORIAL, PAPER DEMANDED THAT ABBAN RESIGN 
IMMEDIATELY BECAUSE ELECTORAL COMMISSION, BY ITS 
ATTITUDE, IS FAVORING TOO MUCH (THE) OPPONENTS OF UNION 
GOVERNMENT." PAPER SPECIFICIALLY CHARGED THAT ABBAN ALLOWED 
AMARTEIFIO TO ASK QUESTIONS AT A PRESS CONFERENCE (HELD 
BEFORE HIS ARREST), EVEN THOUGH HE IS NOT A PRACTICING 
JOURNALIST. PAPER ALSO ACCUSED ABBAN OF PERMITTING CHANGE 

IN DESIGN OF "NO" SYMBOL BUT NOT IN THAT OF "YES" SYMBOL 
FOR REFERENDUM. IT ALSO RAPPED HIM FOR TAKING POLICE 
TO TASK PUBLICLY FOR ARRESTING PEOPLE WHO WERE CARRYING 
"NO" SYMBOLS. 

4. COMMENT: WITH AMARTEIFIO BACK IN BUSINESS, PACE OF 
ANTI-UNION GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES OF PEOPLE S MOVEMENT IS 
LIKELY TO PICK UP FURTHER. SMC PROBABLY FELT IT HAD TO 
RELEASE HIM SINCE IT WAS LUDICROUS TO CONTINUE 
HOLDING HIM ON GROUNDS OF POTENTIALLY DISTURBING THE 
PEACE TWO WEEKS AGO. ATTACK ON ABBAN IN PEOPLE S 
EVENING NEWS FOLLOWS LESS STRIDENT CRITICISMS OF ELECTORAL 
COMMISSIONER IN MARCH 13 AND 15 EDIT02IALS OF GOG- 
CONTROLLED GHANAIAN TIMES, WHOSE EDITOR, K. GYAWU-KYEM IS 
A RABID SUPPORTER OF UNION GOVERNMENT. TIMES STOPPED 
SHORT OF CALLING ON ABBAN TO RESIGN BUT MAY NOW INTENSIFY 
CRITICISM AFTER PEOPLE’S EVENING NEWS BROADSIDE. ABBAN 
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IS THUS COMING UNDER INCREASING FIRE FROM REGIME FOR 
HIS ADAMANT REFUSAL TO RIG REFERENDUM IN FAVOR OF UNION 
GOVERNMENT (REF B). ACHEAMPONG PROBABLY HOPES THAT MEDIA 
ATTACKS WILL ENCOURAGE ABBAN TO LEAVE OFFICE VOLUNTARILY. 

A MORE DRACONIAM APPROACH - SACKING HIM AND INSTALLING 
A MORE PLIANT ELECTORAL COMMISSIONER - WOULD SUBJECT 
ACHEAMPONG TO SEVERE PUBLIC CRITICISM, SOMETHING THAT 
THE HEAD OF STATE DOES NOT NEED ON THE EVEN OF THE REFERENDUM. 
SMITH 
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